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Course Description 
 
This course is designed to introduce the history of theater through play script analysis.  Students will 
work both as individuals and in groups to act and direct in scenes/monologues from published plays.  
Time periods may include Ancient Greece and Rome, Medieval Theatre, Renaissance, Elizabethan/ 
Shakespeare, Japanese, Chinese, American Musical Theatre, Modern Realism, and Theatre of the Absurd.  
Various theatrical movements and techniques throughout the 19th century will also be covered.  Students 
will read a play from each time period studied and through script analysis, construct and implement a 
scene from words on a page to acting on stage.  Students will work on selecting and preparing scenes and 
monologues from published plays for the annual STANJ and Thespians competitions held in New Jersey.  
Students will perform a minimum of four paired scenes (one each marking period).  As well as 
performing these scenes on stage, students will be required through written work to name the action, 
obstacles, and objectives of the scene, identify the beats and given circumstances of the scene, create 
character objectives, and develop an emotional memory recall that relates to the scene. 
 
This course is also designed for students who wish to pursue a successful career in theatre.  Units will 
focus on how to best represent yourself on an audition, theatre resume workshops, headshot training, 
internship opportunities, and choosing the best monologues or song selections for auditions.  Each student 
will create a portfolio of their best work for their midterm grade.  The final exam will consist of students 
working as an ensemble to direct, act, design, and perform a published one act play in front of a live 
audience.  Students will have the opportunity to student direct, student choreograph, student stage manage, 
student produce and design, and student build set pieces for this performance.  Their exam grade will 
consist both of performance aspects as well as self-reflective journals on the rehearsal process.  
	
 
Course Resources 
 
Unit One 

Ø The Essential Theatre Textbook 
Ø Theatre Brief Version Textbook 
Ø The Necessary Shakespeare Textbook 
Ø A Musical History Textbook 
Ø The History of Theater  DVD 

 
Unit Two 

Ø Uta Hagen Textbook “A Challenge for the Actor” 
Ø Uta Hagen “Respect for Acting” 
Ø Uta Hagen's Acting Class DVD 

 
Unit Three 

Ø Theater Games for the Classroom A Teacher’s Handbook--Viola Spolin 
Ø Stanislavski In Practice:  Exercise For Students 
Ø The Great Acting Teachers and Their Methods--Richard Brestoff 



Ø The Method based on Stanislavski and Strasberg DVD 
Ø Sanford Meisner Master Class DVD 

 
Unit Four 

Ø Actors on Acting Textbook 
Ø Multitudes of Monologue books 
Ø Pursuing Your Passion Masterclasses DVD 

 
Unit Five 

Ø Multitudes of Monologue books 
Ø Pursuing Your Passion Masterclasses DVD 
Ø Acting One with Robert Cohen DVD 

 
Pacing Guide 
 

Unit Titles  Time Frame  
Unit One:  The History of Theatre   3-4Weeks  
Unit Two:  UTA Hagen   
 

6-8 Weeks  

Unit Three:  The Craft of Acting:  
Researching Acting Techniques from 
Famous Teachers    

4-6 Weeks  

Unit Four:  Monologue & Scene Study     20-25 Weeks  
Unit Five:  Preparing for an Audition  3-4 Weeks  
 
Unit 1 – History of Theatre   
3-4 Weeks  
 
Unit 1 Overview  
In this unit, students will be able to examine culture from a particular era in theatre by reading plays that 
enhance classroom discussions.  Students will be able to understand the religious, social, political, and 
economic influences by reading plays from different historical time periods and acting scenes out in front 
of the class.  Students will be able to use theatre arts to explore concepts in world history and relate them 
to significant events, ideas, and movements from global context.   
Essential Questions 

1. How does every culture throughout history feel the need to express themselves through art? 
2. How do underlying structures unconsciously guide the creation of art works? 
3. How has theater been expressed at different points in history and throughout various cultures? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will be able to examine culture from a particular era in theatre by reading plays that 
enhance classroom discussions. 

Ø Students will be able to understand the religious, social, political, and economic influences by 
reading plays from different historical time periods and acting scenes out in front of the class.   



Ø Students will be able to use theatre arts to explore concepts in world history and relate them to 
significant events, ideas, and movements from global context.  	

 
Technology Infusion 

Ø 8.1.8.D.2:  Demonstrate the application of appropriate citations to digital content. 
Ø 8.2.12.B.4:  Investigate a technology used in a given period of history, e.g., stone age, industrial 

revolution or information age, and identify their impact and how they may have changed to meet 
human needs and wants.  

 
 
Standards Addressed 

Ø 1.2.12.A.1: Determine how theatre has influenced world cultures throughout history. 
Ø 1.2.12.A.2:  Justify the impact of innovations in the arts (e.g., the availability of music online) on 

societal norms and habits of mind in various historical eras.  
Ø 1.1.12.C.1: Analyze examples of theatre’s influence on history and history’s influence on theatre 

in Western and non-Western theatre traditions.  
Ø 1.4.12.A.3:  Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four 

disciplines, using historical significance craftsmanship, cultural context, and originality as criteria 
for assigning value to the works.			

 
Differentiation 
	
Struggling Learners  
	

Ø Partnered with a peer leader 
Ø Typed handout with all the information that was gone over in each lesson. 
Ø Extra time allowed for activities based on the work ethic in class. 
Ø Repeated oral instruction. 
Ø Un-timed tests 
Ø Assignments broken down into small chunks, which provide clarity instead of one big 

assignment. 
Ø Create visuals for lectures so all information is not just orally spoken 
Ø Provide cooperative learning opportunities   
		

       On Level Learners - Follow unit lessons accordingly 
	
Advanced Learners  
Ø Peer Lead a student that may be struggling. 
Ø Create more than one scenario/interdisciplinary connection for all activities so that they are being 

challenged and do not finish earlier than the rest of the class. 
Ø Create challenging, independent projects where attention span will be held. 
Ø Create flexible grouping for activities. 
Ø Allow students to lead group based learning so that they are becoming self-regulated learners in a 

classroom environment. 
	
        



 ESL  
	

Ø Partnered with a Peer Leader 
Ø Typed handout with all the information that was gone over in each lesson. 
Ø Extra time allowed for activities based on the work ethic in class. 
Ø Repeated oral instruction. 
Ø Un-timed tests 
Ø Assignments broken down into small chunks, which provide clarity instead of one big assignment. 
Ø Create visuals for lectures so all information is not just orally spoken. 
Ø Provide cooperative learning opportunities.	
Ø  

 
Assessments 

Ø Daily Participation 
Ø Reflective Journals 
Ø Formative Assessment 
Ø Peer Evaluation 
Ø Self Reflection 
Ø Student teaching/leading the class in exercises		

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 

Ø Creativity & Innovation 
Ø Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
Ø Communication & Collaboration 
Ø Information Literacy  
Ø Media Literacy  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Unit 2 Improvisation  
6-8 Weeks  
 
Unit 2 Overview  
In this unit, students will be able to articulate with precision, character motivation, given circumstances, 
objectives, obstacles, and actions by answering Uta Hagen’s “Six Steps Plan” for character development. 
Students will be able to explain how expectations of the consequences of our actions differ from real life 
versus being on stage.  Students will be able to retrieve personal realities and place them into fictional 
concepts to create more believable characters.  Students will be able to explore the five senses and how 
they play a vital role in character development.  Students will be able to understand that an actor’s job is 
to convince both himself/herself and the audience of his/her character’s existence. 
 
 
Essential Questions 

1. How does creating and performing in the arts differ from viewing the arts? 
2. To what extent does the viewer properly affect and influence the art and the artist and to what 

extent is art for the artist? 
 



 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will be able to articulate with precision, character motivation, given circumstances, 
objectives, obstacles, and actions by answering Uta Hagen’s “Six Steps Plan” for character 
development. 

Ø Students will be able to explain how expectations of the consequences of our actions differ from 
real life versus being on stage. 

Ø Students will be able to retrieve personal realities and place them into fictional concepts to create 
more believable characters. 

Ø Students will be able to explore the five senses and how they play a vital role in character 
development. 

Ø Students will be able to understand that an actor’s job is to convince both himself/herself and the 
audience of his/her character’s existence. 

 
Technology Infusion 
 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2:  Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review.  

 
Standards Addressed 

Ø 1.1.12.C.2:  Formulate a process of script analysis to identify how the physical, emotional, and 
social dimensions of a character are communicated through the application of acting techniques.  

Ø 1.3.12.C.1:  Create plays that include well-structured plots and subplots, clear thematic intent, 
original characters, and technical elements appropriate to a variety of theatrical genres.  

Differentiation 
Struggling Learners  
	

Ø Partnered with a peer leader 
Ø Typed handout with all the information that was gone over in each lesson. 
Ø Extra time allowed for activities based on the work ethic in class. 
Ø Repeated oral instruction. 
Ø Un-timed tests 
Ø Assignments broken down into small chunks, which provide clarity instead of one big 

assignment. 
Ø Create visuals for lectures so all information is not just orally spoken 
Ø Provide cooperative learning opportunities   
		

       On Level Learners - Follow unit lessons accordingly 
	
Advanced Learners  
Ø Peer Lead a student that may be struggling. 
Ø Create more than one scenario/interdisciplinary connection for all activities so that they are being 

challenged and do not finish earlier than the rest of the class. 
Ø Create challenging, independent projects where attention span will be held. 
Ø Create flexible grouping for activities. 



Ø Allow students to lead group based learning so that they are becoming self-regulated learners in a 
classroom environment. 

	
        ESL  

	
Ø Partnered with a Peer Leader 
Ø Typed handout with all the information that was gone over in each lesson. 
Ø Extra time allowed for activities based on the work ethic in class. 
Ø Repeated oral instruction. 
Ø Un-timed tests 
Ø Assignments broken down into small chunks, which provide clarity instead of one big assignment. 
Ø Create visuals for lectures so all information is not just orally spoken. 
Ø Provide cooperative learning opportunities 

Assessments 
Ø Daily Participation 
Ø Reflective Journals 
Ø Quizzes 
Ø Formative Assessment 
Ø Peer Evaluation 
Ø Self Reflection 
Ø Student teaching/leading the class in exercises  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 

Ø Creativity & Innovation 
Ø Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
Ø Communication & Collaboration 
Ø Information Literacy  
Ø Media Literacy  

 
Unit 3 – The Craft of Acting:  Researching Acting Techniques from Famous Teachers   
4-6 Weeks  
 
Unit 3 Overview  
In this unit, students will be able to explain contributions that each famous teacher has made in the 
professional theater world by implementing three classroom activities/exercises to teach to the class 
through an oral presentation about the famous acting teacher.  Students will be able to design/construct 
three lesson plans for each day the student is teaching the class about their chosen topic and demonstrate 
each classroom game/activity/exercise to the class after recalling the information from the students 
research on the topic.  Students will be able to formulate a closing analysis after each lesson is taught 
which includes positive and constructive feedback on the lessons that they tried to implement.  

 

Essential Questions 
	

Ø How do we evaluate our own work and or successfully evaluate the work of others? 
Ø How does the word collaboration play a role in theatre? 
Ø How do theatre practices reveal human creativity? 



 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will be able to explain contributions that each famous teacher has made in the 
professional theater world by implementing three classroom activities/exercises to teach to the 
class through an oral presentation about the famous acting teacher.   

Ø Students will be able to design/construct three lesson plans for each day the student is teaching 
the class about their chosen topic and demonstrate each classroom game/activity/exercise to the 
class after recalling the information from the students research on the topic 

Ø Students will be able to formulate a closing analysis after each lesson is taught which includes 
positive and constructive feedback on the lessons that they tried to implement.  
 
 

Standards Addressed  
 

Ø 1.4.12.A.4:  Evaluate how exposure to various cultures influences individual, emotional, 
intellectual, and kinesthetic responses to artwork.  

Ø 1.4.12.B.1:  Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and 
observation for the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate 
works of theatre and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural contexts and historical eras.  

Ø 1.3.12.C.1:  Create plays that include well-structured plots and subplots, clear thematic intent, 
original characters, and technical elements appropriate to a variety of theatrical genres.  

 
Technology Standards 

Ø 8.1.12.A.2:  Produce and edit a multi-page digital document for a commercial or professional 
audience and present it to peers and/or professionals in that related area for review.  

Ø 8.1.8.D.4:  Assess the credibility and accuracy of digital content 
Differentiation 
Struggling Learners  
	

Ø Partnered with a peer leader 
Ø Typed handout with all the information that was gone over in each lesson. 
Ø Extra time allowed for activities based on the work ethic in class. 
Ø Repeated oral instruction. 
Ø Un-timed tests 
Ø Assignments broken down into small chunks, which provide clarity instead of one big assignment. 
Ø Create visuals for lectures so all information is not just orally spoken 
Ø Provide cooperative learning opportunities   
		

       On Level Learners - Follow unit lessons accordingly 
	
Advanced Learners  
Ø Peer Lead a student that may be struggling. 
Ø Create more than one scenario/interdisciplinary connection for all activities so that they are being 

challenged and do not finish earlier than the rest of the class. 
Ø Create challenging, independent projects where attention span will be held. 
Ø Create flexible grouping for activities. 



Ø Allow students to lead group based learning so that they are becoming self-regulated learners in a 
classroom environment. 

	
        ESL  

	
Ø Partnered with a Peer Leader 
Ø Typed handout with all the information that was gone over in each lesson. 
Ø Extra time allowed for activities based on the work ethic in class. 
Ø Repeated oral instruction. 
Ø Un-timed tests 
Ø Assignments broken down into small chunks, which provide clarity instead of one big assignment. 
Ø Create visuals for lectures so all information is not just orally spoken. 
Ø Provide cooperative learning opportunities 

Assessments 
Ø Daily Participation 
Ø Reflective Journals 
Ø Projects 
Ø Acting out Scenes 
Ø Quizzes 
Ø Formative Assessment 
Ø Peer Evaluation 
Ø Self Reflection 

21st Century Learning Connection 
 

Ø Creativity & Innovation 
Ø Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
Ø Communication & Collaboration 
Ø Information Literacy  
Ø Media Literacy  

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Unit 4 – Monologue & Scene Study   
20-25 Weeks  
 
Unit 4 Overview  
In this unit, Students will be able to execute a scene incorporating stage movements and specific character 
choices on text analysis after reading a play out loud.  Students will be able to articulate characters 
emotions, objectives, and obstacles in order to develop multi-dimensional characters through classroom 
performances.  Students will be able to create believable small moment to moment transitions between 
lines in scenes or monologues by not anticipating what is to come next.  Students will be able to apply 
basic components from their own lives into the characters they portray on stage.  Students will be able to 
memorize and perform contrasting scenes/monologues in class that feature different characters with 
different objectives and situations throughout the year.  Each scene/monologue will derive from different 
plays or genres, and will be used to assess a student’s versatility and ability to play different roles. 



Essential Questions 
Ø How does movement communicate emotion to an audience? 
Ø How can you use your voice to engage an audience? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will be able to execute a scene incorporating stage movements and specific character 
choices on text analysis after reading a play out loud. 

Ø Students will be able to articulate characters emotions, objectives, and obstacles in order to 
develop multi-dimensional characters through classroom performances.   

Ø Students will be able to create believable small moment to moment transitions between lines in 
scenes or monologues by not anticipating what is to come next. 

Ø Students will be able to apply basic components from their own lives into the characters they 
portray on stage. 

Ø Students will be able to memorize and perform contrasting scenes/monologues in class that 
feature different characters with different objectives and situations throughout the year.  Each 
scene/monologue will derive from different plays or genres, and will be used to assess a student’s 
versatility and ability to play different roles. 

Standards Addressed 
Ø 1.1.12.C.2:  Formulate a process of script analysis to identify how the physical, emotional, and 

social dimensions of a character are communicated through the application of acting techniques.  
Ø 1.3.12.C.1:  Create plays that include well-structured plots and subplots, clear thematic intent, 

original characters, and technical theatrical elements appropriate to a variety of theatrical genres.  
Ø 1.3.12.C.2:  Create and evaluate performances by citing evidence of specific physical choices, 

sustained vocal techniques, and clearly motivated actions. 
Ø 1.4.12.B.1:  Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and 

observation of the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate works 
of theatre and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural contexts and historical eras.  

Ø 1.4.12.A.2:  Speculate on the artist’s intent, using discipline-specific arts terminology  and citing 
embedded clues to substantiate the hypothesis.  

 
Technology Standards  

Ø 8.1.12.A.4:  Construct a spreadsheet workbook with multiple worksheets, rename tabs to reflect 
the data on the worksheet, and use mathematical or logical functions, charts,and data from all 
worksheets to convey the results.   

Ø 8.1.12.D.1:  Demonstrate appropriate application of copyright, fair use and /or creative commons 
to an original work  

 
Differentiation 
Struggling Learners  
	

Ø Partnered with a peer leader 
Ø Typed handout with all the information that was gone over in each lesson. 
Ø Extra time allowed for activities based on the work ethic in class. 
Ø Repeated oral instruction. 
Ø Un-timed tests 
Ø Assignments broken down into small chunks, which provide clarity instead of one big assignment. 
Ø Create visuals for lectures so all information is not just orally spoken 
Ø Provide cooperative learning opportunities   



		
       On Level Learners - Follow unit lessons accordingly 

	
Advanced Learners  
Ø Peer Lead a student that may be struggling. 
Ø Create more than one scenario/interdisciplinary connection for all activities so that they are being 

challenged and do not finish earlier than the rest of the class. 
Ø Create challenging, independent projects where attention span will be held. 
Ø Create flexible grouping for activities. 
Ø Allow students to lead group based learning so that they are becoming self-regulated learners in a 

classroom environment. 
	
        ESL  

	
Ø Partnered with a Peer Leader 
Ø Typed handout with all the information that was gone over in each lesson. 
Ø Extra time allowed for activities based on the work ethic in class. 
Ø Repeated oral instruction. 
Ø Un-timed tests 
Ø Assignments broken down into small chunks, which provide clarity instead of one big assignment. 
Ø Create visuals for lectures so all information is not just orally spoken. 
Ø Provide cooperative learning opportunities 

Assessments 
Ø Daily Participation 
Ø Reflective Journals 
Ø Projects 
Ø Quizzes 
Ø Formative Assessment 
Ø Peer Evaluation 
Ø Self Reflection  
Ø Acting out Monologues 
Ø Acting out Scenes 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 

Ø Creativity & Innovation 
Ø Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
Ø Communication & Collaboration 
Ø Information Literacy 
Ø Media Literacy 
Ø Technology Literacy 
Ø Global Awareness 
Ø Life & Career Skills 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Unit 5 – Preparing for an Audition    
3-4 Weeks  



 
Unit 5 Overview  
In this unit, Students will be able to develop skills that are necessary to best represent themselves on 
college or professional auditions through a mock audition practice.  Students will be able to create a 
professional theatre resume and obtain a headshot through in class training workshops.    Students will be 
able to understand how to choose the best monologues or song selections for auditions that showcase the 
largest range of skills and create a portfolio of their work that can be used on actual real life auditions.    

Essential Questions 
1. How does performance make you a better citizen? 
2. How is the entire world a stage? 
3. How can being prepared get you cast in the role? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will be able to develop skills that are necessary to best represent themselves on college 
or professional auditions through a mock audition practice. 

Ø Students will be able to create a professional theatre resume and obtain a headshot through in 
class training workshops.      

Ø Students will be able to understand how to choose the best monologues or song selections for 
auditions that showcase the largest range of skills and create a portfolio of their work that can be 
used on actual real life auditions.    

Standards Addressed 
Ø 1.3.12.C.1:  Create plays that include well-structured plots and subplots, clear thematic intent, 

original characters, and technical elements appropriate to a variety of theatrical genres.  
Ø 1.4.12.A.3:  Develop informed personal responses to an assortment of artworks across the four 

disciplines, using historical significance craftsmanship, cultural context, and originality as criteria 
for assigning value to the works.   

Ø 1.4.12.B.1:  Formulate criteria for arts evaluation using the principles of positive critique and 
observation for the elements of art and principles of design, and use the criteria to evaluate works 
of theatre and multimedia artwork from diverse cultural contexts and historical eras.  

 
Technology Standards  

Ø 8.1.12.A.1:  Create a personal digital portfolio that reflects personal and academic interests, 
achievements, and career aspirations by using a variety of digital tools and resources.  

Differentiation 
Struggling Learners  
	

Ø Partnered with a peer leader 
Ø Typed handout with all the information that was gone over in each lesson. 
Ø Extra time allowed for activities based on the work ethic in class. 
Ø Repeated oral instruction. 
Ø Un-timed tests 
Ø Assignments broken down into small chunks, which provide clarity instead of one big assignment. 
Ø Create visuals for lectures so all information is not just orally spoken 
Ø Provide cooperative learning opportunities   
		

       On Level Learners - Follow unit lessons accordingly 



	
Advanced Learners  
Ø Peer Lead a student that may be struggling. 
Ø Create more than one scenario/interdisciplinary connection for all activities so that they are being 

challenged and do not finish earlier than the rest of the class. 
Ø Create challenging, independent projects where attention span will be held. 
Ø Create flexible grouping for activities. 
Ø Allow students to lead group based learning so that they are becoming self-regulated learners in a 

classroom environment. 
	
        ESL  

	
Ø Partnered with a Peer Leader 
Ø Typed handout with all the information that was gone over in each lesson. 
Ø Extra time allowed for activities based on the work ethic in class. 
Ø Repeated oral instruction. 
Ø Un-timed tests 
Ø Assignments broken down into small chunks, which provide clarity instead of one big assignment. 
Ø Create visuals for lectures so all information is not just orally spoken. 
Ø Provide cooperative learning opportunities 

Assessments 
Ø Daily Participation 
Ø Reflective Journals 
Ø Projects 
Ø Quizzes 
Ø Formative Assessment 
Ø Peer Evaluation 
Ø Self Reflection  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 

Ø Creativity & Innovation 
Ø Critical Thinking & Problem Solving  
Ø Communication & Collaboration 
Ø Life & Career Skills 
Ø Media Literacy 
Ø Technology Literacy 
Ø Global Awareness 
Ø Life & Career Skills 

 
 
 
 


